A0 adventuroulss rman
=aanNd his horse CcCross
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Tk ~vas o lorns, sruaclins das

=il

Tthhie first woirrds ot of IvVviatE FParlker's
ot wwrherss he stoppeaedcd o thh
txreasil vwerentt hrnapiody: Oornes: “CETes =
terar-ithbhle ryr oadcdd., I can”™t heliaewe hosas
et L axwn.”™” ~

FH e ~wroas referzrizms to E a8, thv«<
Irighvwas he vwwas travwveliTnge OX o=
Ihnhorseae —— afterxr leavwvizng PO Ix O XA
Stoate PParitct earlicerx thhat d=asm

Farictei coualdmn’t ride his horse,
Silwer, aalormng thhe hishhwary hbecannsae
it wwas too ddansaerolnrs, sSo hhe wras
fFforced to trcaels tThhe rermainirns thhayraea
miles imnmto Ottawa o Foot, Silwsersr o5~
Ihhis side. A s Parlkey tallxzed thimess

st — thwe Irnemat, thhe arooadcdd and Silsv-ex
— wmritlan hais Fathhexr, Bill FPaxrikesr, hrnac
Offeredcdd to give hhis soxa - 1ifi amto
o -

“ccWH - cAomx®Et wwmarat o o talte axyane dmm
Tthhaexre, Mot evverTn & little Ihit,”” e
said, sliseshitlsy arnmnosad th=2t his
Foatihredxr owverr Wwoilillcd asliks.

Nviatt Parkker mnu==—=les Silwver
C Ottt awwE -

T T

Termt mnearitowy .

FParilker, & 24 semar-old adsoemntoax—
—1, is abouwut IxzralffAarasn o his jJolararanes”
To bhe the first persormn to ride horsae—
TOaciliz: Froxzxm: coast to coaoast oz th<
A pryraerricar IDiscowerss Ea=ails

Tiae S OO0 —3mMmidile o= triamil wiTnds

after =a Wwednesda

irn
Parker survive=s omn hospitality 2anmnd donations from the people he
rnmects. He tries to get people o helpy put up his horse vwhen he stops wwihile he
sSsleaeprs in &a srmall

L aEamarmacd Tmost of Kansas.
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tairns of TUJtaky sarnwncdd TN evada,

thhr»otwne=lh thhe deserts marid TIMaaoiiIn—
ThEre CTol—

AAIDNWENT URE=- (O his ovwi

CCCOoTeTEErrerieel Fror»rre Froeaoage D

T rarnre o 220002, Tre started ot
Sarmairn o - e horse, Laattle
Frace, andd crossecd Colormrado
Errigsid
mwrizatbtesr weomthh e Ihalted hhis
PP eSS aaeary Coiamcil Grosoe
izn IMrxecerrniraer o 2008
FParilixter mrmadd Silver, o taxa
e prpaloosa, hegsmsarn thh« trm=il
Tumeaesdany: after =& six—sxnoxTailn
bhraalc Flis fathheex, Fill, o=kt
TFPar-lkeaes marnddd Silver doswwrmn fairorx
™wWiichhiman so the paixr cowald
Ppiclik up where thhesy left off
“<T thrxixxdr it’s praetisn h=ar-dd =arad
at tEiArrmes, ocrasa=y. bhrhaat T me=allsxs
respaect wWwhhat hhe™s dojines.,"" BEBill
FParikter said of his soTa. ““"EX e

Ppiclteaed =a hecls of =2 challensae
for hhirmself~~

WA hitEomwmr=a advenbiares
FFarlker rmaeachaed Ot~ =
WY eedmnesdany miskrt, with th e
imtention of stasx-nrnege thhh2— mighitc
Areaadd Lleomvizres toswra thhe Ffollowsar—
dme mmaor iz IBat thh= EK ansas
wAarematihr e Trhad ofthhaenr plans.
FParker and Silvexr hhad to
Trattle thh = storzxm that s wrepic
throwusesihh TtTovwvwin VYWednesodass
miAioihwt. Aftes scetftitizygeg ixnte» TONAFIL,
A e = ia =S—-TN Fh T T=Al T s TR =acl e it
immpraoassi bl < For EFParlze s L o = 3

=, Forcirmngs hirm to stam th e
might at = rmywotel.

Txx thr»e TmMmiddle of thh«— miz=kt,
FFrarilices s=smicd he vwwolte iy to =
Paidinf hal Ohuaurminnge sensatiora iz
Iris Ffecet and discovernreaecd =
Tmazpnsteriornss TrTasihh. TrHoctors
coldn et diasnose thhe Tash,, so
FFarlkerx loasaddedcd iy OXx SErnt—
TIMIeTRES aand preparecd to e
a et o o,

U EFS AT S S S iy & s doestroxnad
e, hhe said. ““This Lland is
S1apiroasaed o r»e Fflilat annd easswy—
eEoirng, bhwat ... I domnt Ixarxosaws.”~

FFarfkeaer said thhis waas hhis
fFirTst timme iz K anNnsas axradl
O Ett=avww ., Elde samaidd T ansas is =
1ot micer armnnd mot as bhbad as
pDeoPple azmmalke it ot Lo el
Fawre—na Thwowagsesh there™s & 1l ot of
Sace s distance hbetwoeaexn
TMOWINns, A ansas iSTat e>xaacttls
flat, FPParker s=aildd.

ccPi"s o llizneges. Thowwr (ODOIaior =i
Tllimnooris —— thhat™s Flat,”” he sadid.

Y waal Tre swWwoLrrld Ko, = v la—
e hqas secry -a 1ot of 1axydd ——
eamicl Fars=ad = 1ot of adventiares
iza Tthhe twvwo FFears that hh= bhaas
hbheexzx O Lthe trrail: Thhe oTnnec e
woras tracked by = o umTmitain
1iox, rrolke Ihnis Thraclk =mndad Ta=sasdd
SCINMMEe T ECeTICl SLUuUTrEsSaery bhbecaltlsas
of imterral bleedizi=. =

T™~Nothrirses cguite so diroarynatiao
Frapoermneaec wihhile iz OOt tt=a~wawr =,
Tlhvortee=kyx, arrnaad FParlkkeaer sarndad Sil—
=i 1l towwrn Thursad=ass, heoacd—
Amnes towvwarcd €O 1lathyae

"W it Breaeps Ihinnms =Soirnss
FFarlkeaer saiddd he tries to

COoOwVeT oabowat 20O to 25 mmiailes

eoacih dasns wwith Silwerxr. oo =

Rl anNnsas hhas
cestroyaed me.
T his I=anmd is supo—
PrPposaecd To bbe Tt
a=anndad easvyvgoirnog.,
Bbut ... | dom™t Kmaoww.
IT s rollilmmg - NNoOww
Ohio anmdd IiHimois
Thi=st™= fiaat.””

— Piatt Parker,
adwuwvenmnturer

thhe distaarmace izn about thir e
Inowirs. Orther dday s, it talzaes
Mo Te tThharmn sixx hhours.

33 the towumegsh d=ays, FParlkes
Ssaid hrhre casily bhbecormmes odis—
COoOumTrasec. SASAafier =211, thhhae jowmTr-—
rae=s hiaas Ilasted rmore than tawro
e s, Ihe Ihadd to s<11 his coar to
=it a little extra ImnoOrirels, arncl
e is omnldy abh bowat Iralf~waxn to
hhis ol

So wihrzat Keceprys hhizyxys sSsoinwnes™™

Parker palulsesdcd, = faimnt
srrile o his F=aace.

i TR T — s T O W = ma <l tErexn
Thhimnmess happpaerxey, ™" Ty = sSsaid.
crIMeTre Aare Ssigmns Thaat yvoua e
ora thhe might prath, thhat preoaoplae
Aare Eooad aaand that thimas are
sSsoinTne= o WwWo il ot

FPParker said he has e 1t
colmitless Ffammilies —mamndad izncdi—
Wwidumnals alormnngs thye wadywy: W hho
Ihavwve mmot hesitated Lo offea
Inizyy = place to slaeceyy, A sSoocd
Txieal arnd somme prasture Fox
Silvwver and his prewviolnns hors—
— s T e— haeas accepted thhei1ix
Ihospitalits, ewven thhowunaesh e
refuses to asik forr dormnatiorns.

Revwveaerh Commmuanicatiorns, =
Trmecdi=a growmpr dixe Co=mliforyaia,
Tra=amnndles prulrlicits anndad dozraa—
tTions anmade to PParloer. INicolae
Mo rratihh, omne of Parliexr®s
Ppruaabhblicists, said Parker’s pphrhas—
SiarEn o wiIhvrhat Tre~s oy i £
skho~Awrs_

T e s« Ffru1ll of e sy,
OO ALTREE oarTrcad prassiornate abbrowait
wwwhh=at Ihe™s doinngs,”” shhhe said.
““FHe="s abhsoluatelds ama=iraes_""

: FPParkerxr said pprecoppple wArkao
I1ive iTh Uanr i arn areas awe - it
IO ITre nesitant or sormeitiTnes
Ihostilae BT TS W= Ian e Colohsp i —F_1
thhrowum=ix their property. IRuaral
rsidents, hTh oweswer, SsaeXya o
e rmore frrierndls ancd acosept—
imagr of the ~wilhimat hhe’s tex~ixnges Lo
AaccorTmprlisis

““T zxa worried thhat thh Ffuar—
ther east I o, the mnmoire slkag»—
ticiszyxyx E*11 maet.,”™ Tre said. TN
Omne sSEIill beaeliewves thhat thimnss
1lilke this do happoera.”?

ey Followw EFPoarker amnd Sil-
w1 Thirrroluashoiat thh—irT JoOwULrIxaeS,
aaracd to see photos frrorn whhhere
P oarlice x Tr = s | a0 =N =W =i sit:
ARSI Al e o frras S aarse O TER .

Ay NMight of stormrms anmnd unrest

Ooracio FRoclk s MWEiowamtains, St T aolais,
CimciTnTaati armad VWashimnngstoxza ED» O
TFarikteryr st=marted thhe Joiasrziedys izn vIaass
M= iy CTCEaaliforTazia, wihere he wvwas
liwizrne ot Thhe tirzme, ammnmcd Tae plamns To

ernd wmap at Cappe THHenloper, Theael. o
Thayae= Aatliamtic Coaast.

"R idde off BFracssaarse”

Par-lkTeaesx sSsaid Ihe didmndyt staxt
thimkinmge seriouwuslilsy abhout ridinege thhae
tr=il 1z2mtil Ihe rmnoved to Califorzmi=
to live =withhh Ihhis brotihhexr. E oz
thhere, thhingos started to talkae shhape.

4 Frxz=mcd Ihharbored thhe idea of
Aoin= thhe trip Ffor mmost of xxmy Llife,
thhowtme=iyr,”” Ire saidcdd, anotizsses thhat amaosthe
rrites of passage Thhat existed iz Thhe
rast dormn®t esxist now, especiallss iz
ArTrioar COIMMARENUITRitias.

T e saidid todasn—Ts rites of prassassae
imncliade thhee apges at wihaich orme carn
Aximalilc, sImmole, =o to collese, Tra~wa
sae3x, ““mamnd sormewhere, alomngs thhae
AN, SOl b ecoIrne = ImiEaarTa. LDhwe rmites
O Iprassasse Aare juast = tirtmelizane gruat
OER oA o ns socicets, T hre said.

For FParlkzesr, howewer, thhe tarip Is
=2 persoraal Jolnrmnedy., thhe 1 mltizmnmaate
test of his ernndurancoce, determxaizaneas—
tioxrs =aInd shhaeexr will To comprleite Tthie
taxrr=il.

ccW Tt drxxraaasrmirvae =mmmcthhizange amnmaore
Aifficulie.”” Iare saidd. I reallss wanated
tTo sece wWinat I was madde o7

2 FPhres Ihemizamiraes thhe tarr=ail iz 20O,
FParkesxr aazad Ihhis forzmex Ihorse,
Sinolzen, crrossedcd INewvada azacd Tk
arnd stopped Foxr th e wizmntesx. Ean
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